ORDINANCES RELATED TO BEEKEEPING IN SPOKANE COUNTY
Prepared by the West Plains Beekeepers Association
March 2012
	Area
	Permitted
	State Registration
	Certification Class
	Number of Hives
	Set Back
	Flyway Barrier

	Airway Heights
	No
	
	
	
	
	

	Cheney
	Yes (no ordinance)
	Yes
	Not specified
	Not specified
	Not specified
	Not specified

	Deer Park
	Yes (no ordinance)
	Yes
	Not specified
	Not specified
	Not specified
	Not specified

	Medical Lake
	Yes (no ordinance)
	Yes
	Not specified
	Not specified
	Not specified
	Not specified

	Spokane City*
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	1 per 4,350sf
	25ft (or) 10 ft with
	6ft high fence

	Spokane Valley City**
	Yes
	Yes
	Not required
	25 per residential lot
	Not specified
	Not specified

	Unincorporated Spokane County***
	Yes
	Yes
	Not required
	No limit****
	Yes*****
	In certain locations*****


FURTHER DETAILS
*Spokane City: 

• Beekeeping is allowed as an accessory use on lots occupied by a single-family residence in most residential zones.
• Beekeeping for educational or research purposes by an institution is allowed by conditional use permit.
• Number of hives is limited to 1 colony per 4,350 sq ft of lot size.
• Colonies must be setback 25 feet from property lines, OR can be set back 10 feet to a side or rear lot line IF hives are isolated by security fence AND 6-foot   high “flyway barrier” is established.
• Colonies must be maintained in movable-frame hives.
• Beekeeper is responsible for controlling aggressive or swarming behavior of the colony if it occurs.
• Beekeeper must maintain adequate supply of water for bees, close to each hive.
• All colonies must be registered with the State Department of Agriculture pursuant to RCW 15.60.021.
• Beekeepers must complete apprenticeship level of Washington State Beekeeper’s Association master beekeeper certification program.

** Spokane Valley City:
• Hobby Beekeeping is allowed up to 25 hives per lot (regardless of lot size) in most low-density single-family zones.
• Commercial Beekeeping (greater than 25 hives per lot) is allowed only in the Heavy Industrial Zone.

***Unincorporated Areas of Spokane County:  (Note - Italicized text is not part of the code but is the rational for the code as presented to the Planning Commission.)

a. Beekeeping is allowed as a primary or accessory use on any lot or parcel. 
Beekeeping in these zones can occur with or without a person living in a single family residence on the same parcel as where the beekeeping activity occurs. In Urban Residential zones beekeeping is only permitted as an accessory use where an existing single family dwelling exists on the parcel.
b. The keeping of bees shall meet the requirements of the Washington State Department of Agriculture RCW 15.60 or as hereafter amended.  
RCW 15.60 (Apiaries) requires beekeepers to register their hives with Washington State prior to April 1st each year.
c. ****There is no limit to the number of beehives, colonies, or nucs allowed per lot. 
Regardless of the size of the lot, there is not a maximum limit on the total number of hives or “nucs” allowed on each lot.
d. ***** Beehives shall be setback a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from any public right-of-way, private road, or improved shared access easement.
This requirement is to ensure that beehives are not placed in close proximity to public or private roads or other areas where the general public or other passers-by are likely to come into direct contact with beekeeping activity.
e. *****Beehives shall be setback a minimum of five (5) feet from any side or rear property lines and a minimum of fifty (50) feet from any adjacent residence. 

This requirement ensures a minimum separation between beehives and the property line as well as a minimum separation between beehives and adjacent residential structures.
f. *****In cases where, due to lot size, a fifty (50) foot setback from an adjacent residence is not possible, beehives shall be centrally located on the lot to the greatest extent possible.
While current regulations require parcels in Rural and Resource Lands to be 5, 10, 20, or 40 acres in size, depending on the specific zone, there are many nonconforming lots that are much smaller. For example, many lakes in the Rural zones are developed with urban-level
densities around their perimeter. Likewise, there are several areas throughout the county in both Rural Zones and Resource Lands that were previously platted and have traits similar to those in the Urban Residential zones where people live on smaller lots in close proximity to
each other. Recognizing this fact, this requirement increases the distance between beehives and adjacent residents to the greatest extent possible without denying or further restricting beekeeping activities in Rural/Resource areas.
g. *****The requirements of the two sections above (d and e in the ordinance) are waived in regard to any side of the property adjacent to a parcel not used for residential purposes. 
In cases where the adjacent property is vacant and the potential for land use impacts is greatly reduced, beehives may be located closer to the property line, so long as the adjacent property is vacant.

Commercial and Industrial Zones:  Beekeeping for educational or research purposes as an accessory use to an existing institution such as a college, high school or agricultural extension office shall be allowed.

Urban Residential Zones: (Note:  These are areas like the Riverside Community.)
a.  Beekeeping is allowed as an accessory use on any lot or parcel occupied by a single-family residence.
This requirement is to ensure that beekeeping in urban areas is conducted for personal use or as a hobby primarily by the owners of the property, whom will be on the premises to care for the colony. This requirement prohibits the use of vacant property for commercial beekeeping.
b. The keeping of bees shall meet the requirements of the Washington State Department of Agriculture RCW 15.60 or as hereafter amended. 
This requirement ensures that the beekeeper complies with Washington State requirements for beehive registration. It also provides Spokane County the ability to turn to Washington State to remedy any situations where a beekeeper may not be in compliance with Washington State Law regarding beekeeping.
c. ****The number of colonies allowed is limited to two (2) for the first 4,356 square feet of lot area, and one (1) for every 4,356 square feet of lot area thereafter. There is no limit on the number of Nucs/Nuclei.
In response to comments provided by IEBA, the minimum 2 hives and no limit on “nucs” provides a beekeeper the ability to better manage colonies, keeping bees healthy, and preventing overcrowding and swarming. A “nuc” is a smaller beehive often used temporarily. The purpose of creating a density requirement in Residential Zones is because there can be quite a range of lot sizes from about 4000 sq ft upwards of several acres. It is a reasonable and common approach used by other jurisdictions to allow more hives as the lot size increases so as to not create a nuisance situation on smaller lots.
d.  *****Beehives shall be setback a minimum of twenty-five (25) feet from any abutting side or rear property line or public right-of-way, except that beehives may be setback up to five (5) feet from any abutting side or rear property line when the beekeeper establishes and maintains a flyway barrier as provided in section (e) below.
This requirement ensure that beehives are not placed in close proximity to public roads or other areas where the general public or other passers-by are likely to come into direct contact with beekeeping activity. It also creates separation between beekeeping and adjacent residential uses on private property that may be incompatible without the separation. This requirement gives a beekeeper options in how to create the separation while still protecting neighboring uses.
e.  *****A flyway barrier shall be at least six (6) feet in height consisting of a solid wall, solid fencing material, dense vegetation or combination thereof that is parallel to such side and/or rear property line(s) and extends beyond the beehive(s) in each direction so that bees are forced to fly at an elevation of at least six (6) feet above ground level over the property lines in the vicinity of the colony.
The 6-foot flyway barrier is a method that is taught in local beekeeping courses as a way to force bees to fly above head-level as they pass from the beekeeper’s property onto adjacent property. This type of barrier is required in many urban beekeeping ordinances in Washington State and elsewhere, and appears regularly in educational material related to urban beekeeping. In addition to creating a physical barrier for the bees to fly over, it also creates a visual screen from adjacent uses.
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